Minutes of the
Shreveport-Bossier Sports Commission Advisory Board
 December 17, 2025

Members Present:
Stacy Brown, Visit Shreveport-Bossier 
Creighton Cochran, Bossier City Councilman
Keith Sutton, Bossier Parish Police Jury
Shaun Houston, City of Shreveport
Mary Ward, Bossier City Parks & Recreation
Patrick Wesley, Joint Appointment

Not Present:
Doyle Adams, Chairman
Stormy Gage-Watts, Caddo Parish Commission
Shantel Hardison, Caddo Parish Commission

Guest / Staff Present:
Aaron Bronson
Sara Nelms
Cicely Parson

Call to Order
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Shreveport-Bossier Sports Commission (SBSC) Advisory Board was held on Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at the Visit Shreveport-Bossier office, at 629 N. Spring St. Shreveport, LA. Ms. Brown, called the meeting at 8:51 a.m.  A quorum was present.

Agenda
The agenda of the December 17, 2025, meeting was reviewed. Mr. Wesley accepted the agenda with a motion approved by Mr. Sutton. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment. 

Minutes
The minutes of the November 19, 2025, meeting were reviewed.  Following review, Mr. Houston moved to accept the minutes.  Mr. Wesley approved the motion. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment.  

Financial Report
Mr. Bronson shared the financials with the board. Mr. Sutton moved to accept the financials. Mr. Cochran seconded the motion. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment.

Grant Applications
A. National Black Rodeo – will be held at the Brookshire Grocery Arena, the date changed to January 10, 2026, due to a horse virus. 20 room nights have been contracted and 2,600 tickets are sold. Annual event with no SBSC logo listed on their promotional materials. Requested $20,000. If funding provided it should be paid directly to the arena. The amount should remain at $10,000. Mr. Wesley suggested giving $15,000 to the arena. Mrs. Brown made a motion to grant $15,000 to National Black Rodeo paid directly to Brookshire Grocery Arena to cover event expenses after the event occurred; seconded by Mr. Cochran. If event is cancelled the amount will not be paid.  All in favor with none opposed, with no public comment. 
B. Kickoff on Caddo – fishing event with less than 20 rooms with local participants one day of fishing low overnight stays. Requested $5,000; not budgeted; recommend no funding approved.
C. Ark-La-Tex Poker Championship – poker tournament at Horseshoe Casino with 150-200 room nights with an impact of $1.4 million. $3,000 sponsorship would give us general advertising recognition. Not high worth clients. Budgeted: $3,000. Recommend $3,000 
D. Inspire National Dance Competition – Dance Competition first time weekend event with 500 athletes with room blocks at a few hotels. Researched prior cities sponsorship packages and amounts are at $1,000.  Requested $5,000. Ms. Ward made a motion to approve $2,000, seconded by Mr. Cochran. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment. 
E. Louisiana Adult State 70 & Over State Tennis Tournament – 250 athletes at Bossier Tennis Center. Budgeted: $3000. Approved. 
F. Red River Volleyball Classic – Summit Volleyball owned event with over 1,700 athletes with 18 courts at Shreveport Convention Center and six courts at Trinity Heights facility. Most teams from Texas use a 3rd party housing.  Requested $12,000; Approved.
G. Bassin’ at Bistineau – not many rooms, no funding. 
H. h. Radiance Technologies Independence Bowl Tennis Tournament – in April 2026 with 256 athletes requested $4,000 budgeted $1,500 Remain at budgeted amount.  
I. Super Select NIT – Three-day Softball event requested $5,000 to be played at YMCA fields; contracted 300 room nights Not budgeted; Requested $15,000 in prior years; Recommended $12,000 Mr. Sutton made a motion to approve $12,000, seconded by Mr. Welsey. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment. 
J. Louisiana Adult State 55 and Over Adult State Tournament – tennis event with 200 athletes requested remain at current budgeted amount. 
Events Update/Discussion Items						 
A. United Athletic Conference Site Visit – Good visit with tour of Brookshire Grocery Arena. BGA staff did a great job showcasing facility and answering their questions. Met with Rep. Dennis Bamburg, to assist with funding opportunities for tournament. 
B. Billiards Tournament – trying to bring to Live Casino with a small tournament and build up over the years during slow months. 
C. Picklr – Bossier City – new pickleball project to get players familiar with the area. 
Upcoming Events								
a. Radiance Technologies Independence Bowl | December 30, 2025


Adjournment
Next meeting is January 26, 2026, at The Visit Shreveport-Bossier office. With there being no further business, Mr. Sutton made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Wesley seconded, which was voted on and passed with no public comment, the meeting adjourned at 9:53 AM.

_______________________________
Doyle Adams, Chairman
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