Minutes of the
Shreveport-Bossier Sports Commission Advisory Board
March 25, 2026

Members Present:
Doyle Adams, Chairman
Stacy Brown, Visit Shreveport-Bossier 
Craton Cochran, Bossier City Councilman
Keith Sutton, Bossier Parish Police Jury
Shantel Hardison, Caddo Parish Commission
Shaun Houston, City of Shreveport
Mary Ward, Bossier City Parks & Recreation
Patrick Wesley, Joint Appointment, Caddo Parish Parks & Recreation

Not Present: 
Stormy Gage-Watts, Caddo Parish Commission

Guest / Staff Present:
Aaron Bronson
Cicely Parson
Matt Hammock
Charlie Rice

Call to Order
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Shreveport-Bossier Sports Commission (SBSC) Advisory Board was held on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at the Visit Shreveport-Bossier office, at 629 N. Spring St. Shreveport, LA. Doyle Adams, Chairman, called the meeting at 8:34 a.m.  A quorum was present.

Agenda
The agenda of the March 25, 2026, meeting was reviewed. Mr. Cochran made a motion to approve; seconded by Mr. Sutton. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment. 

Minutes
The minutes of the February 5, 2026, meeting were reviewed.  Following review, Mrs. Ward made a motion to approve; seconded by Mr. Wesley. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment.  

Feasibility Study
Caddo Parish Commission looking to do a market analysis and proforma for a new facility, at a cost of $60K. Mrs. Brown made a motion to pay $30K (50% of cost) to assist with the study. Mr. Wesley seconded the motion. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment.  

Tax Renewal
An additional occupancy tax was created 11 years ago to fund SBSC, RASA, and Independence Bowl, which will be sunsetting in 2027. The bill is SB430. If it goes to a public vote, VSB will be the agency to put the tax renewal on the ballot in November. 


Financial Report
Mr. Bronson reviewed the December, January and February financials with the board. 
Mrs. Gage-Watts made a motion to approve; seconded by Mr. Sutton. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment.  

Grant Applications
a. Southern Poker Blazing Summer Poker Series – Six-day event with 350 - 500 competitors, 30 staff, and 200 attendees. Not budgeted. 50% overnight share. SBSC funded prior request at $3000, which was a qualifier and an 11-day tournament.  Requested $8,000; recommend $1,500; Mrs. Gage-Watts made a motion; seconded by Mr. Cochran to provide $1,500 and discuss future events with client. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment.
b. Louisiana Rouxgaroux (LR) – Submitted application requested $30K for the season, SBSC has already done a $3,500 sponsorship. Requested $30,000; recommend $2,000; After discussion, Mr. Sutton made a motion to provide up to an additional $10,000; seconded by Mr. Wesley. All in favor, none opposed with no public comment. 
Events Update/Discussion Items
a. LHSAA State Wrestling Update 2027-2028 – the event will not be open for bid; BGA food policy caused an issue, worked with BGA and LHSAA to update policy.
b. United Athletic Conference Bid –not coming to Shreveport, as no schools from the state are currently in the conference
c. Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference Update – Centenary College member moving forward with bid to host in 2027 – 29.
d. Independence Stadium/Legends Global Partnership – Discussion about football games at Independence Bowl, which Legends will manage.  Legends is to provide proposal to manage the stadium/gameday operations. Benefits include staff from other locations can assist without paying outside contractors. 
e. Bassmaster Classic Trip Update – Knoxville, TN visit with Waterway Commission to host more fishing events on the Red River. 
f. Sports ETA | April 20-24 – tradeshow to bring new events to city. Attending with Team Louisiana and Hilton Shreveport with 30 appointments scheduled. 
g. Louisiana Office of Tourism FAM Tour | May 5-6 – May contact board members to attend events or meet with LOT staff. 

Upcoming Events								
a. Louisiana Team Trail | March 28 
b. American Cornhole Organization | April 3-4
c. 2D Super Select NIT | April 9-12
d. National Crappie Tournament | April 10-11
e. North Louisiana High School Bass Fishing | April 11
f. Archery Shooters Association | April 23-26




Adjournment
Next meeting is April 29, 2026, at The Visit Shreveport-Bossier office. With there being no further business, Mrs. Gage-Watts made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Sutton seconded, which was voted on and passed with no public comment, the meeting adjourned at 9:42 AM.


_______________________________
Doyle Adams, Chairman
SBSC Advisory Board Meeting – March 25, 2026
